
To Settle Estate of George Washington-^New Administration
Will Try to Wind Up His Affairs.Grandson of Lee Given the Task

Iia tjtie.\ck washin c;ton.
BY JOHN" ELFRBTH WATK CVS.

Washington, D. C.
While a grateful public prepares lo

celebrate next Wednesday, the 178th
birthday of George Washington, the
helr3 uf the first 1'resideht are busily
engrossed with the task of striving- te

settle his estate.
To this end there has lately been

appointed a new administrator' of his
testamentary affairs, and ir is a fact
of no little interest that this function
has been intrusted to Robert E. Lee,
Jr., the grandson and namesake of the
late commander-in-chief of the Con¬
federate army/
More than one hundred and eleven

and a half years have elapsed slnco
the country's founder signed, on July
f". 1709, the last will and testament
which he had written entirely with Iiis
own hand, and erroneously dated "the
yesr one thousand seven hundred and
ninety, and of the independence of the
United States, the twenty-fourth." in
this testament he made two othor
crrorf. living property to persons
under wrong .names, but those slips
of the pen were so apparent that the
court carried out the very manifest
intent of the will.

Five months and' four days after
..-inning this document the great gen¬
eral was bled to death by h.iu physi
clans, wiiile suffering from ah attack
of quinsy.

Lost Through Government Neglect.
The will disposed of certain land "on

the western borders," which Wash¬
ington described m an appendix hche-
tlule as 3,051 acres in the NorthwesjTerritory, and "in the vicinity of Cin¬
cinnati, one tract near the mouth of. the
Little Miami, another seven, and the
third ten miles up the same." These
tracts, which he valued In the schedule
at $."> per acre, or at a total of $15.-
251, he left to twenty-three residuary
legatees. But he advised his execu¬
tors not to sell them until they ad¬
vanced In value, lie foresaw the west¬
ward "course of empire" and rightly
b'-llr-ved that by leaving the moneyin these lands It would increase In
value far faster than through anyother Investment that might be made
of it. So his administrators left this
land untouched and had Congress past
an act protecting it from "jumpers.*
Then they rested upon their assump¬tion that it was secured and died be¬
fore taking means to sell it.

Hut In spite of this act of Congress
this land was "Jumped".so the presentWashington heirs claim.as a result ofunbusinesslike methods of keeping
government records a century ago, and
of general government neglect. So the
beirs have presented to Cohgresd a bill:
"To reimburse the estate of General

George Washington for certain lands
of his in the. State of Ohio, lost oy con¬
flicting grants made under the authori¬
ty of the United States."

dust Reported to House.
A few days ago the House committee

on private land claims.which has re¬
cently held bearings on this bill.re¬
ported in favor of the "Washington
heirs, hut recommended that they be
reimbursed 'er their loss in an oo.ua]
area of government land now vacant
in the public domain. But inasmuch as
til] of the good government land has

WILLIAM LANIER. WASHINGTON.

long ago been taken up, little remain¬
ing but semi-arid and desert lands, the
heira will not be satisfied with such
a settlement. However, the committee
report corroborates their claim that the
estate was entitled to those 3,050 acres
in Ohio, and this Is a stop forward.
Wriat they demand is a. Treasury

draft for $305,000, phiB interest at ft
per cent, from the date of their claim's
presentation. |
These tracts on thn Little Miami,

they say, container) a wealth of the
finest oak and hickory timber which th«
region afforded, and one aero of the
original area is worth to-day about a

hundred times as much or more than
any vacant public land in the public
domain. Disinterested appraisers aenl
to look over the tracts report that some
of this land which the general valued
at $¦"> per acre has more than confirmed
his prediction of growing values, and
reported that within these 111 years
much of this land has increased In
value -5.000 per cent. Some of It Is now
worth 5>20*>, some $150 and some less
than $100 an acre, and they make a
conservative estimate, it Is claimed, of
$10) p.-r acre for the whole area.

Land I« .\>nr Cincinnati.
Of this Ohio land, 129 acres He just

opposite Cincinnati, on the east bank
of the Little Miami, In what Is now
Anderson township, which Includes also
a place named Mt. Washington. This
land Is within only four or five miles
of Cincinnati's streets, and In the same
county with that city. And a little
farther up the same river, after It be¬
comes the boundary of Clermont court-
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ty, are found the remaining tracts.
1,235 acres in Miami, SIS acres injUnion and 833 acres In Franklin town¬
ships. All of these farms are within
about twenty miles of Cincinnati,
But the Washington heirs do not

seek to dispossess the Innocent holders
of these lands. They simply ask Con¬
gress to reimburse them for their loss
as it has been done in similar cases
where the govern'mcntv through its
negligence, has allowed first one person
to enter public lands, and then another i
to settle upon the same area.
For these tracts were government

lands when George Washington claim¬
ed them. Ever a shrewd speculator, he
purchased two land warrants. The
entries and surveys were recorded in
the books of the district surveyor,
under General Washington's name. But jin the winter before his death the
general received notice that his lands |were In danger on account of the. prac¬
tice, then growing up, of "Jumping," or
of relocating government land. He
then wrote to the district surveyor in
Ohio, who assured him that his title
to the untie Miami lands was good and
undisturbed and promised to notifyhim of any attempt to attack It. Sothe genera] made his will and died be¬lieving these 3.050 acres to be safe.

Victim of Land firafter.
Six years after his death, however,the deputy surveyor of the same dis¬trict made three entries which cover¬ed George Washington's lands complete,ly and exactly. By drawing the "doadljparalled on the usurper's surveys, th(helm have lately given Congress strongevidence that the latter took advantage jof his official position and obtained:from the archives of his office the dead Jgeneral's field notes and copied themalmost word for word.
The general's executors.BushrodWashington and Lawrence Lewis, his \nephews.got wind that attempts werebeing made, to Jump the lands and adistinguished messenger was dispatchedto the register of the land oftlce witha letter asking for the papers connect-ed with the title of the tract.This messenger was none other thanJohn Marshall, the great Chief Justice],of the Supreme Court. And it was just iafter this that the executors petitionedCongress for the act confirming their1title. The act was passed by the 9thCongress, but was made general, so asto relieve all persons whose lands were'in the same danger. Yet it was enact¬ed especially to give title to the Wash¬ington lands. And It was then that thegeneral's executors rested assured thatan end had forever heen put to the evilof- land jumping.
This man. who is alleged to haveJumped the general's 3,050 acres, wasono Joseph Kerr. On learning that theexecutors were making Inquiries, hecovered the Washington lands a secondtime, now using a means which hasbecome more fashionable in our dayand which has been the cause of thegreat land frauds of the. past few yearsand their scandals involving Senatorsand Representatives in Congress.He employed "dummy entrymen" toJump the late President's tracts andthese men were entered upon the re¬cords under the names of Neville andMassie.
neeame n United States Senator.Kerr was a politician and becamasufficiently popular six years later tohe elected to 1111 out the. unexpiredterm of Thomas Worthtngton in theUnited States Senate, where he heldhis seat from December 30, 1S11. unii'iMarch 3, 1 SI5.a little over twomonths. While in Washington dur-ing this brief time, it is charged, he Iagain took advantage of his ofllcbtlposition.now so much loftier thanwhen he was a deputy surveyor.andafter ransacking tho land records atthe capital profited by tho negligenceof the officials in charge and ha(i theWashington tract transferred to hisown name. The General Land Officehad not yet been established, and therewas general confusion of the govern¬ment land records.
Then two other horns of tho dilemmaappeared. Fire, destroyed the court¬houses in both Hamilton and Clcr-mont counties,'Ohio, where the tractsare located. In Washington recordswhich would show tho payment oftaxes on the properties were also de¬stroyed, nnd by the time the first thirdof the past century had rolled by bothof Washington's original executors haddied. And to the new ones appointedIn their stead the negligent govern¬

ment officials at Washington, it is
said, failed to send tax bills for these
lands. Thus thoro was no reminder oithe existence of these tracts and they
were forgotten.

Estate Never Settled.
Time went on and the general's es¬

tate was never settled. From genera¬
tion to generation new administra¬
tors were appointed. One. 'of these,
designated in 1859, was John AugustineWashington, a great-grandnephew of
tho first President. Ho required an
heir -who had been paid from seven to
eight thousand dollar^ by mistake to
refund this amount. Then, after this
administrator's death, his son, Law¬
rence Washington, of the Library of
Congress, took an interest in the es-
Uito. Three or four years no he went
over to'Fairfax Courthouse and ran¬
sacked through the records of GeorgeWashinton's home county to learn why

NELSON AV. EVANS,
Attorney for Wnwlilncrton Hein.

the old administrators had never given
any account of the Western lands.

It was by an odd coincidence that
while he was turning this problem over
In his mind, Mr. Lawrence Washing¬
ton secured from Nelson W. Evan3, an
attorney of Portsmouth, Ohio, infor¬
mation which led to the placing of the
Washington heir's claim before Con¬
gress. Mr. Evans had been retained by
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the State of Ohio to straighten out

conflicting claims arising out of old
land warrants, and while, engaged In
this task had come across the con¬
flict on tho Washington case. So ho
has been retaiqned by the estate of
the Father of His Country to prosecute
its claim before Congress.

If Congress pays the full amount of
the Washington claim. 5305,000. the
greatest extent to which any individual
heir would profit would be, It is csti-

j mated, from $6,000 to 5".000. which
would fall to a young lady who. with
true Virginia chivalry, the heirs will

I not mention because of tho publicity1
which might thus he given to her pri¬
vate affairs. She would profit to this
degree only by virtue of the fact that
she is the only child of a father who
was an only child. The Individual
shares of the. other heirs would be in¬
significant, even on this maximum ba¬
sis of settlement, since the Wash¬
ingtons have never been prone, to vio¬
late certain domestic doctrines which
a tiow living successor of the first
President lias been recontly espousing.

Called Stnten Senator One of Heirs.
An heir of the generation now near¬

est of kin to the Immortal George is
United Slates Senator John Randolph
Thornton, of Louisiana, who only tho
ether day took his seat in the upper
House of Congress. George's own

brother, Charles, had a son, Goorgo
I Auustlne, whose daughter, Anna Maria,
married a Thornton, whose son was tho
father of the new Senator.
The largest group of heirs now gai ti¬

ered in one locality live at Charlestown,
W. V.l., where the. general s brother,
Colonel Samuel, built Unrewood. the
mansion that was the refuge of Louis

i Philippe, afterward King of France,
during his exile in America.
Among the other living grnnd-

nephews of two or three greats arc

Bushwick Washington, who was a Con
federate lieutenant of cavalry ; .1. A.

j Washington, planter and land-owner,
and Samuel Waller Washington, at¬
torney. Another heir of the West Vir¬
ginia branch -is Robopt Washington,
who some time ago retired as a Ilamp-
shire county farmer, to spend his re-

! tnalning days in the National Capital;
land still enoth'er Is Bushrod C. Wash¬
ington, who four years ago.desptto
his three-score years and twelve.de¬
cided to leave home and go to pioneer¬
ing.
He crossed tho continent and in

Lincoln county, State of Washington,
took up a tract of semi-arid govern¬
ment land, upon which he Is how rais¬
ing nourishing crops of fruits and
vegetables. He has dug his own Irri¬
gation ditches and is a hustling citizen
of the great west. Being settled upon
his own land, he is in ho danger of
sharing the fate of his distinguished
ancestor at the hands öl the land
grafters and their jackals, the "dummy
entry men."

The "Ynnkce" Heirs.
Other colonies of Washington heirs

live in Westmoreland county, Va-, where
Robert .1. Washington Is a prominent
citizen, and In Kankakee, 111., where
dwells the "Yankee' branch of the
family, including William Augustine
who, with his father and brother,
fought In the Union army under Gen
oral Logan. He is now an attorney.
Logan offered a commission to his

hrother. Bushrod D. Washington, who
some time ago retired.
Among the general's surviving great-

grc'-U-grundnieces is Mrs. Beverloy 1 >
Tucker. Wife of (be Rpiseopnl bishop
coadjutor of Southern Virginia, who Is
.i daughter of -lohn Augustine"Wash¬
ington of Mount Vornon. And anothoi
is Mrs If. Irvine Kaysor, wife of a Bal-
timbre capitalist.
Two of the heirs who are seeklny

their fortunes In the north are George
S. Washington, a commission merchant
of Philadelphia, and William Lanici
Washington, who Is a New York broker.
The latter is the hereditary represen¬

tative of General Washington in the
Society of the Cincinnati, In which an
officer of (he Revolution can be repre¬
sented by only one person.ihn mos:
direct descendant under the Kngllsh
law of primogeniture, folliwing the I
oldest sous of the closest male line.
Would Have Succeeded Washington a«

K Ing.
This means thai If those admirer.-:

of Washington who wished to make
hire. King of America had had their
way and the dynasty had been main-
tainod William Lanier Washington
would now bo our reigning sovereign
But instead of holding a sceptre over
us he has pursued the more useful call¬
ings of railway official, manufacturer,)capitalist and broker. He Is* forty-six
years old, having been born the last
year of the Civil War, in Alabama,
while tils father. Major James Rarroll
Washington, was serving as an aid-de¬
camp on the staff of General Joseph K
Johnston. Tho family afterward mov¬
ed to Baltimore, and thence, to Pitts-
burg. Thon thrt son was sent to the
University of Pennsylvania- lie is an
independent Republican.being one of jthe few Washington bolt's of to-day
who are not of the Democratic fa Uli.
After serving as genera; passenger
agent of the collateral branches of the
Baltimore and Ohio Railway, he became
president of steel, oilcloth and land
companies and vice-president of n 11 re-!juroofln£ company, His hobby is the

The diagnosis of disease is the first and really most important stepin the successful treatment of any trouble. In other words, first find
the source or cause, and then use the remedy most naturally and
scientifically suited to the condition.

We do not believe there is any disease in which improper treat¬
ment is more often used than in Catarrh. ~So many persons treat
the symptoms without giving thought to the causes which producethese symptoms, and the result is that Catarrh is considered incurable
by a great many, simply because local treatment has failed to accom¬plish the desired result.

livery symptom of Catarrh points to impure blood; we are sure ashort analysis of the disease and its symptoms will convince any onethat this statement is true. First we Rave irritated and inflamed
mucous membranes of the head, nose, and throat, from which there is
a constant and copious discharge of watery matter* This comes frominflammation of these mucous surfaces and is caused by catarrhal mat¬
ters and impurities in the circulation. Nature intends that these mem¬branes shall all be nourished by the blood, and so long as this wUilfluid is pure it satisfactorily performs this necessary work, but waste
matters and impurities deposited into these delicate parts sets upinflammation, and the discharge is a natural result. When this secre¬tion begins to dry it assumes thicker proportions and becomes sticky;then it adheres to the throat and upper back portion of the mouth,causing the "hawking" and
straining so troublesome to Ca¬
tarrh sufferers.

vOther ordinary symptomsof the disease are headaches,
pains above the cheek bones,
roaring sounds in the ears, etc.
These symptoms too point di¬
rectly to diseased blood, and are
caused by congestion of the cir¬
culation. The impurities and
catarrhal matters in the blood
stream interfere with its easy
and natural flow, and it becomes
feverish and thus affects the del¬
icate fibres and membranes of
the throat and head.

S. S. S. cures Catarrh by
cleansing the blood of all impure
catarrhal matter, and at the same
time buildinrf up the system by
its unequalled tonic effects. It goes down into the circulation, and
removes every trace of impurity or foreign matter. In other words
S. S. S. cures Catarrh by purifying the blood so that the mucous sur¬
faces and linings of the body are supplied with healthy blood instead of
being constantly irritated and diseased from the saturation of catarrhal
impurities. 1 Then the inflamed membranes heal, the discharge is
checked, the head noises all cease, the stomach is toned up, the throat
is no longer clogged with phlegm, but every annoying symptom of
Catarrh is corrected. There is but one way to cure Catarrh.purifythe blood, and there is but one absplulely safe and sure blood purifier.S. S. S. We have a special book on Catarrh; we will send this
book, and also any medical advice desired free to all who write.

THE SWIFT SPECIFIC CO., ATLANTA, OA.

Gentlemen:.I wrote you sometime
ago giving you an account of my suf¬
ferings with an awful case of Catarrh.
1 hud all the symptoms that accom¬
pany this disease, such as mucus drop¬ping back into the throat, a constant
desire to hawk and spit, feeling of
dryness in the throat, cough and spit¬
ting upon rising in the morning, scabs
forming in the nose, which required
much effort to blow out, sometimes
causing the nose to bleed and leaving
me with a sick headache, I had thus
suffered for five years. As soon as I
heard from you I commenced to take
S. S. S. as you advised, and after I had.
taken several littles, I noticed a
change for the better. Thus encour¬
aged, I continued to take it, and in a
short while was entirely cured.

JUDSON A. BELLAM.
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breeding lot blooded Irish setters n:j¦!
he Is a clubman In New York, where he
bus lived for the past dozen years.]rive years ago ho married Miss May 11.
Brennan of Louisville, jNumerous descendants of the gen-1
cral's half-brother Augustine form a!colony ;it Wukerield, about 10"
miles down the Potomac, below Mount
VtMnon. They occupy six or seven
farms covering the original plantation
on which George Washington was born
A venerable patriarch, who for somo jyears past enjoyed tho distinction ol

being tho. general's 'nearest ol kin,'
passed away only three months ago.
;it tlie age of eighty-seven. This was
Richard Blackburn Washington, a plan¬
ter ami land owner of Charles Town.
West \'n rie was the great-grandson
of (b org-- Washington's brother, .lohn JAugustine, and w*;s the last of his
generation. Moreover. In' was thrico I

collaterally descended from the first"
President.twice through the Balls, the
family of the general's mother, and once
through the Washingtons'. And inns-
much as he. married a descendant of the
Immortal O-eorge's brother, Samuel, his
children are now "the nearest of kin'
to the sage of Mount Vornon.

The lands along the Little Miami ara
hut a small fraction of the total area
which those now striving to sottle-up
the general s estate find to have been
in some unaccountable manner lost to
It. Me left In his will thirty or forty
thousand acres on tha Kanawha river,
In West Vlginia, and 5,000 acres In
Kentucky, near Louisville. It was upo'n
this Kanawha tract that Washington 'a
said to have discovered the first natural
gas well known to America. He des¬
cribed it as a "burning spring."

(Copyright, 1911, by John Elfreth
_Wat kirns.)
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